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The Geneva School of Boerne exists to provide a 
classical education from a biblical worldview, to 
equip students for a lifetime of learning, service 

and leadership to the glory of Jesus Christ.
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All Geneva students must successfully complete a Senior Thesis in               
order to graduate.  

The project requires seniors to research and write a documented 
essay on a defensible thesis of the student’s choosing. While thesis 
topics must be approved by the school administration, they do not 
necessarily reflect the values or beliefs of the school. The school 
conducts the Senior Thesis in order to move students toward the 
idealized individual reflected in the school’s Portrait of a Graduate 
(included at the back of this book).

After completion of the written essay, students memorize a 20-minute 
speech in preparation for the Senior Thesis Presentations. Students 
present before an audience of faculty, students, parents, and panelists 
and are challenged to do so with eloquence and winsomeness. Upon 
completion of the memorized speech, the invited panelists, conversant 
in the thesis topic, question the presenter upon points that have been 
raised, whereupon the presenter demonstrates competency in fielding 
the questions by “thinking on his feet.”

The GK Chesterton Award is given each year to the Outstanding 
Senior Thesis Presenter.  These students are eligible for consideratin 
for the award based on their research, written work and presentation.  
This does not necessarily mean that the students under consideration 
have the top grades in the thesis class. Rather, they are nominated for 
this honor if they show an outstanding depth of analysis combined 
with the ability to present their thoughts in a winsome and persuasive 
manner. Whether they are Chesterton nomineeds or not, all of our 
seniors deserve our congratulations for tackling one of the most 
difficult and challenging tasks within academics. 

GENEVA SCHOOL’S 
SENIOR THESIS PROGRAM



Geneva School of Boerne
SENIOR THESIS SCHEDULE 2019 

All presentations will be held in the school’s Lyceum and are open to the public.   
Please note that the subject matter of some of the presentations may not be suitable for young children. 

Monday, May 6 

9:00am Mrs. Hillary Short Roar Like A Mother: How To Be A Mama Bear Apologist 

10:00am David Voorkamp Every Student Left Behind: Government-Run Compulsory Schooling Fails Our Students 

11:00am Jordan Wheeler Looking Through A Different Lens: Removing The Filter Of Teenage Rebellion 

1:00pm Haley Hallmark Vacation Or Staycation? The Case For Year-Round Schooling 

2:00pm Amber Bormann Easy Come, Easy Go: A Case For Independent Music Publishing 

Tuesday, May 7 

9:00am Kira Drawe I’m Not Your Type: Why Personality Typing Is Beneficial For Teenagers 

10:00am Andrew De Luna Zooming Into The Future: The Case For Electric Cars 

11:00am Wyatt Erfurt The Keys To Violence: The Need For Parents To Better Monitor Their Kids’ Access To 
Violent Content 

1:00pm Grant Williams Will This Be On The Test? A Plea For An Educational Revolution 

2:00pm Marshall Jones Fighting Fire With Fire: An Argument For Mandatory Prescribed Fires On Private Land 

Wednesday, May 8 

8:00am Avery Baggs Put Your Money Where Your Mouth Is: Why Cosmetic Surgery Is Morally Acceptable 

9:00am Brooke Egli Born Free: Animals Are Not Here For Our Amusement 

10:00am Austin Dennis Big Little Battlefront: How The Right To Life Affects The Ethics In Stem Cell Research 

11:00am Aubrey Matson The Missing Puzzle Piece: The Correlation Between The MMR Vaccine And Autism 

1:00pm Callen Vaught Harm Reduction Deduction: Broadening The Standard Beyond Simply Reducing Harm 

2:00pm Katelyn Davis Sex Trafficking Victims Need God: The Church’s Obligation To Help 

Thursday, May 9  

8:00am Ben Ross Cream Of The Crop: The Benefits Of GMO Crops 

9:00am Eva Beckett The War On Disease: Increasing Funding For Alzheimer’s Disease Research 

10:00am Aedan Petty Being Fed Lies: Why The United States Should Abolish The Federal Reserve 

11:00am Daniel Grover Refu-Geez: America’s Poor Response To The Refugee Crisis 

1:00pm Mason Janse Guns Don’t Kill People, Bad Laws Do: A More Reasonable Approach To Gun Control 

2:00pm Kensi Parker Can You Hear Me Now? American Sign Language Should Be America’s Secondary 
Language 

Friday, May 10  

8:00am Vivian Biles A War Between Mom And Dad: A Case For Fairness For Fathers In Child Custody Battles 

9:00am Hannah Rose Tong The Finnish Are Coming! America’s Next (R)evolution: Education 

10:00am Nathan Zuniga The American Nightmare: Why Success Cannot Be Defined By Money And Power 

11:00am Ethan Houser A Battle With Adolescence: Why Christians Should Adopt A Rite Of Passage Ceremony 

1:00pm Devon Ahrens Ending The Nightmare: Why The U.S. Was Justified In Dropping The Atomic Bombs on Japan 

2:00pm Taylor Tippit See Here: The Need For Visual Literacy In The 21st Century Classroom 



Monday, May 13     G.K. Chesterton Award Finalists* 

9:00am Eleanor Galbreath Over The Rainbow: Christians’ Response To Homosexuality 

10:00am Jacqueline Knox Tomorrow Is For All Of Us: The Case For An Effective Suicide Prevention Program In Texas 
High Schools 

11:00am Ashley Salter Blowing Off Steam Or Fanning The Flame? Is Society’s Bent To Vent Legitimate? 

1:00pm Matthew Schroder Defending To The Death Your Right To Say It: Why Hate Speech Laws Are Hateful To The 
First Amendment 

2:00pm Amy Ambelang Out Of Bounds: Sexual Harassment In High School Athletics 

Tuesday, May 14     G.K. Chesterton Award Finalists*  

8:00am Aidan Hamilton This Story Sinks: Why A Literal Interpretation Of The Genesis Flood Is Incorrect 

9:00am Aimée Metzger Preach It, Brother! Why Creation Care Should Be Taught From The Pulpit 

10:00am Jillian Albus Combatting Military Madness: The Argument For Pre- And Post-Combat Counseling 

11:00am Gabrielle Griffey If One Pizza Place Is Good, Why Not 50? A Case For Reforming The Small Business 
Administration 

1:00pm Aisling Ayers Lights, Camera, Exploitation: Why The Media’s Treatment Of Disability Perpetuates Stigma 

2:00pm William Cone Mind The Gap: Cultural Diversity Is Harmful To An Autonomous Society 

Wednesday, May 15  

8:00am Reagan Mowery A Man’s Gotta Do What A Man’s Gotta Do: Why Men Should Not Abdicate Leadership And 
Masculinity 

9:00am Tyler McBroom Free The Internet: An Argument For The Necessity Of Net Neutrality 

10:00am Anna Riedlinger Deus Ex Machina: The Dangers Of Forecasting Human Behavior With Machine Algorithms 

11:00am Cleo Bretz Where Words Fail, Music Heals: Music Therapy Should Be A First Step Treatment For 
Anxiety And Depression 

1:00pm Cassie Moseley Enhanced Interrogation Techniques: Torture Or The Panacea To America's Future Safety? 

2:00pm Noah Tennison Next Gen: A Positive Outlook On The Future Of Technology 

Thursday, May 16 

8:00am Lindsey Jarvis College Dreams Or College Nightmares: The Stress That Should Not Be 

9:00am Madilyn Wilson Serving The Whole Person: The Need For Counselors At Every Private School 

10:00am Ana Gray An Eye For An Eye: Putting The Death Penalty To Death 

11:00am Mackenzie Rivers Death Changes Everything: The American Crisis Of Bereavement Leave 

1:00pm Xanthis Barthel Straight Outta High School: Why We Shouldn’t Force A College Education 

2:00pm Scott Standerfer Affirmative Action: The Case For Improving Racial Tension By Enforcing Equality For All 

Friday, May 17   

9:00am Camille Lewellyn Redesign, Revitalize The Mind: Architecture’s Impact On Mental Health 

10:00am Nathan Young Color Me Christian: How Sunday Mornings Are Hindering Racial Reconciliation 

11:00am Kathryn Sladky A Country Divided: How Identity Politics Is Harmful To American Democracy 

1:00pm Thomas Rykert Pumped Up Kicks: The Case For Mental Health Screening 

2:00pm Alyssa Salter Rethinking Food Banks: Why Friends Are Better Than Patrons 

*The G.K. Chesterton Award is given each year to the Outstanding Senior Thesis Presenter. Students are eligible for the award
based on their research, writing and presentation. They are nominated for this honor if they show an outstanding depth of analysis
combined with the ability to present their thoughts in a winsome and persuasive manner. Whether they are Chesterton nominees
or not, all of our seniors deserve our congratulations for tackling one of the most difficult and challenging tasks in academics.
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DEVON LAYNE AHRENS
Ending The Nightmare: Why The 
U.S. Was Justified In Dropping The 
Atomic Bombs on Japan

All my life I have been interested in 
the Second World War. In elementary 
school, I did many research 
presentations on the different aspects 
of the monstrous war. When it came 
time to decide on a thesis topic, I 
knew I wanted to relate it to World 
War Two somehow. I chose this 
topic because it is one of the most 
controversial and debated topics of 
the entire war.

Combatting Military Madness: The 
Argument For Pre- And Post-Combat 
Counseling 

I have heard too many stories of 
service members who have committed 
suicide or go through terrible ordeals 
because of a mental illness related to 
their time in combat. Because of this, 
I started researching ways to prevent 
and reduce the problem of mental ill-
ness in the military. Many of my family 
members have served, and many also 
suffer from mental illness, so this topic 
really matters to me. 

JILLIAN ROSE ALBUS

G.K. Chesterton Award Nominee
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Lights, Camera, Exploitation: Why 
the Media’s Treatment of Disability 
Perpetuates Stigma

After being involved with Boerne 
Young Life Capernaum, I became 
interested in researching the often 
overlooked issues facing the disabled 
community. My thesis naturally 
combines two of my passions: advocacy 
for those with disabilities, and 
communication studies. Many have 
never considered media’s treatment 
of the disabled, nor its implications. I 
am so honored to play a small role in 
advocating for this community. 

AISLING FAE AYERS

Out Of Bounds: Sexual Harassment 
In High School Athletics

Athletics often play a big role in the 
high school experience. A sports 
team can be a potential breeding 
ground for sexual abuse. I think it is 
important that this issue is brought 
to our attention because the problem 
is closer to home than anyone thinks. 
Athletes, coaches, and parents need 
to be educated on the matter to keep 
kids’ most memorable four years from 
also being their most traumatic.

AMY ELIZABETH AMBELANG

G.K. Chesterton Award Nominee

G.K. Chesterton Award Nominee
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Straight Outta High School: Why We 
Shouldn’t Force A College Education

During this stage of my life, everyone 
is asking, “What do you want to do 
when you grow up?” or “What college 
will you be going to?” I always respond 
that I have no clue, because that’s the 
truth. The normal path of education 
is not the one I decided to follow. I 
wanted to discover alternatives to the 
path well-trodden.

XANTHIS LEILA BARTHEL

Put Your Money Where Your Mouth 
Is: Why Cosmetic Surgery Is Morally 
Acceptable

I chose to do my thesis on why 
cosmetic surgery is morally acceptable 
for Christians because I have always 
been interested in cosmetic surgery. 
People very close to me have received 
cosmetic surgery and have not been 
accepted by society, as well as the 
Christian community. I wanted to 
demonstrate why cosmetic surgery is 
morally defensible and should receive 
more acceptance. 

AVERY LOREN BAGGS
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A War Between Mom And Dad: A 
Case For Fairness For Fathers In 
Child Custody Battles

About eleven years ago, my dad had 
a child with his second wife and 
realized she was not fit to parent me 
or his new child. Our subsequent 
experience with the courts led me 
to choose this topic. It ignited a 
passionate awareness in me about 
the need to protect fathers’ rights in 
child custody cases. I believe more 
awareness about this issue is needed.

VIVIAN RENÉE BILES

The War On Disease: Increasing 
Funding For Alzheimer’s Disease 
Research

Because of my grandmother’s 
Alzheimer’s diagnosis, the problem of 
this disease is something near to my 
heart and has led me to take the path 
of a medical researcher for this illness. 
As such, Alzheimer’s Disease was at 
the top of my list for thesis topics. 
Since funding drives many factors in 
research, I decided to tackle that side 
of the illness in my thesis.

EVA LIANG BECKETT
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Where Words Fail, Music Heals: 
Music Therapy Should Be A First 
Step Treatment For Anxiety And 
Depression

Music has always been influential 
on my upbringing—dating back to 
when I could barely talk and began 
to sing, all the way to now when I 
play numerous instruments. I began 
noticing the connections of music to 
mental health when it alleviated my 
nervousness. I noticed it did the same 
for other people. When I discovered 
music therapy was a real field, I knew 
I had to learn more.

CLEO DAWN BRETZ

Easy Come, Easy Go: A Case For 
Independent Music Publishing

I have always loved music. I have been 
singing for as long as I can remember, 
and writing music since fourth 
grade. Recently I have been able to 
learn more about the publishing and 
licensing side of the business while 
in the process of creating my own 
album. What I have found has led 
me to further investigate the idea of 
independent publishing.  

AMBER NICOLE BORMANN
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Sex Trafficking Victims Need God: 
The Church’s Obligation To Help 

In light of the recent events with the 
Catholic and Baptist churches, the 
church community should play a more 
prominent role in providing Christian 
counseling for victims of sex crimes. 
There are men, women and children 
being forced into the sex trade all over 
the US. It is about time that survivors 
were given an opportunity to hear 
about the redeeming love of Christ.

KATELYN GRACE DAVIS

Mind The Gap: Cultural Diversity Is 
Harmful To An Autonomous Society

Political polarity in America is at an 
all-time high. Whether it’s abortion, 
sanctuary cities, or the definition of 
gender, Americans can’t find common 
ground. This spawns political 
and societal gridlock. The United 
States was meant to be a melting 
pot of different cultures and ideas. 
Unfortunately, modern America 
doesn’t “melt” cultures into one 
identity, but rather sorts them into 
conflicting camps. Diversity, without 
first unity, is toxic to any society.

WILLIAM RUSH CONE

G.K. Chesterton Award Nominee
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Big Little Battlefront: How The 
Right To Life Affects The Ethics In 
Stem Cell Research

As progressive pro-choice laws 
continue to be passed globally, the 
loss of humane ethics continues 
to occur. While certainly affecting 
procedures such as abortion and 
cloning, the topic of stem cell 
research is less discussed. I am 
hoping to bring light to this issue and 
show that when performed correctly, 
the process can coincide with the 
moral beliefs of Christians. 

AUSTIN GRAHAM DENNIS

Zooming Into The Future: The Case 
For Electric Cars

Over the past year, I have 
increasingly become more interested 
in cars, especially electric ones. 
The benefits of these alternatives to 
gas-powered vehicles outweigh their 
barriers, and I think it’s imperative 
each family gives careful thought to 
driving only electric cars.

ANDREW PAUL DE LUNA
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Born Free: Animals Are Not Here 
For Our Amusement

As a child, I often visited the zoo 
and Sea World. Yet I found that 
these types of places never met 
my expectations. As I aged, I 
learned more about these facilities 
and began to understand why 
watching a lion sleep in a zoo left 
me with a feeling of discomfort. It’s 
important to me now that I use my 
voice to expose the exploitation of 
animals for our amusement. 

BROOKE ELIZABETH EGLI

I’m Not Your Type: Why Personality 
Typing Is Beneficial For Teenagers

I have always been fascinated 
with personal development and 
awareness. The discovery of 
personality frameworks flamed my 
desire to learn more. Personality 
typing has given me a sense of 
identity and has helped me find my 
place in this daunting world. My goal 
is to encourage the power that comes 
from understanding your personality. 

KIRA LOUISE DRAWE
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Over The Rainbow: Christians’ 
Response To Homosexuality 

As American culture becomes more 
comfortable talking about issues of 
sexuality, churches become less so. 
Many Christians in our community 
assume these issues remain outside 
their church or outside Geneva; 
this leads us to silence and apathy. 
I fear the stigmatization that future 
Christians will have to face because 
of their history if we don’t act quickly 
on this issue. The first step, I believe, 
is to start conversation. 

MARY ELEANOR GALBREATH

The Keys To Violence: The Need 
For Parents To Better Monitor 
Their Kids’ Access To Violent 
Content

As a kid, I played a lot of video 
games—some of which were 
violent—with friends. As my time 
with friends increased, so did my 
exposure to explicit music and 
shows. These affected me in negative 
ways, and I want parents to realize 
how easily violent content finds their 
kids and how important it is for them 
to tighten the reins on allowing it 
into their homes. 

WYATT COOPER ERFURT

G.K. Chesterton Award Nominee
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If One Pizza Place Is Good, Why 
Not 50? A Case For Reforming The 
Small Business Administration

I have always been fascinated by 
the idea of the “American Dream.” 
In recent years I have realized that 
small businesses are the epitome of 
this dream. Seeing how these small 
businesses affect our community has 
shown me how vital the role of the 
SBA is. The success of their program 
is essential to community growth. 

GABRIELLE MIRÉILLE GRIFFEY

An Eye for an Eye: Putting The 
Death Penalty To Death

In my sophomore year of high 
school, I chose to present the death 
penalty as a topic of discussion in 
my Humanities Lab class. While 
I chose it at random, I became 
intrigued by the topic, especially the 
way the government has carried out 
punishment. The more I learned 
about the death penalty, the more I 
wanted to make a statement against it.

ANA CECILIA GRAY

G.K. Chesterton Award Nominee
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Vacation Or Staycation? The Case 
For Year-Round Schooling

I chose this topic because, as an 
aspiring teacher, I noticed that 
as the times change, so do our 
children and how they learn. We 
have been using a 200-year-old 
school calendar in a radically 
changed world. Maybe it’s time we 
take a look at the way we teach our 
children and have open minds to 
the idea of shortening summer for 
the sake of improving education. 

HALEY CARROLL HALLMARK

Refu-Geez: America’s Poor 
Response To The Refugee Crisis

Coming up with a thesis topic was 
very hard for me. When I searched 
“controversial topics in America,” 
immigration seemed like as good a 
topic as any other. What I did not 
expect to discover when researching 
this topic were the atrocities that 
take place in our world because 
of the current refugee crisis. This 
inspired me and has made working 
on the thesis project a much more 
enjoyable experience. 

DANIEL ALLEN GROVER
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HALEY CARROLL HALLMARK
A Battle With Adolescence: Why 
Christians Should Adopt A Rite Of 
Passage Ceremony

A Christian Rite of Passage 
Ceremony played a pivotal role in 
my life and I believe it should be 
shared as an option for parents and 
teens. It is important to recognize 
the difficulties of adolescence and 
provide structure as well as freedom 
in order for teens to flourish into 
what God has called them to be. 

ETHAN RANDOLPH HOUSER

This Story Sinks: Why A Literal 
Interpretation Of The Genesis 
Flood Is Incorrect

I chose this topic because I’ve 
always enjoyed and valued science. 
One of the most interesting parts 
of that is how science and the 
Bible intersect, and I found Noah’s 
flood particularly fascinating in 
that regard. I took great interest 
in seeing how biblical truth and 
scientific fact unite in this account.

WILLIAM AIDAN HAMILTON

G.K. Chesterton Award Nominee
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College Dreams Or College 
Nightmares: The Stress That Should 
Not Be

For most American students, it’s 
difficult to breach the notion of college 
without being met by some form of 
panic. The weighted question of, 
“What do you want to do with your 
life?” doubles as the most exciting 
and most overwhelming matter I have 
faced. I have come to realize that the 
college process is an unavoidable part 
of life; my hope is to testify that the 
worry is futile.

LINDSEY NICOLE JARVIS

Guns Don’t Kill People, Bad Laws 
Do: A More Reasonable Approach To 
Gun Control

Born and raised in Texas, I have 
been around guns my whole life. 
Guns are an integral part of most 
of the American society. The topic 
is important and relevant with gun 
violence happening in a highly 
technological country and time period 
such as now. As a gun owner and 
enthusiast, it has been an interesting 
journey to research and challenge my 
views on this topic.

MASON EDWARD JANSE



21

Tomorrow Is For All Of Us: The Case 
For An Effective Suicide Prevention 
Program In Texas High Schools

Often discussed in whispers or behind 
closed doors, suicide has always 
seemed like a controversial subject. 
After witnessing several friends 
struggle with the loss of someone due 
to suicide, I realized that this topic did 
not belong in the dark. I believe that 
in order to help prevent teens from 
making a fatal decision, suicide should 
be openly discussed in schools. 

JACQUELINE NAYLOR KNOX

Fighting Fire With Fire: An 
Argument For Mandatory Prescribed 
Fires On Private Land

I chose this topic because I am 
interested in the outdoors. I also 
saw the devastation of the wildfires 
in Bastrop, Texas and Yellowstone 
National Park in person, and that 
of the California fires on the news. 
Because of those experiences, I 
became interested in this topic and 
ways to help prevent catastrophic 
fires in the future.

MARSHALL TRAVIS JONES

G.K. Chesterton Award Nominee
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The Missing Puzzle Piece: The 
Correlation Between The MMR 
Vaccine And Autism

Over the recent decades, the rise in 
cases of Autism has increased at a 
rapid rate. As the numbers have not 
dwindled, I do think it is important 
as a society to locate a possible cause 
of the disorder in hopes that we can 
find ways to prevent it.

AUBREY NICOLE MATSON

Redesign, Revitalize The Mind: 
Architecture’s Impact On Mental 
Health

Architecture and psychology have 
always been of interest to me. After 
finding a link between the two, I 
think it’s important for people to 
know the impact our environment 
has on our wellbeing. Looking 
at and living in ugly, mundane 
buildings negatively impact us, yet 
too little is done to change them. 
It’s vital we answer the call to 
improve our surroundings. 

CAMILLE MARIE LEWELLYN
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Preach It, Brother! Why Creation 
Care Should Be Taught From The 
Pulpit

I have had the privilege of being 
raised in the Church my entire 
life, and have heard a plethora of 
outstanding messages. However, one 
message that has been missing is a 
purposeful teaching about Man’s 
responsibility to the Earth. I believe 
this omission is a significant problem, 
and my thesis aims to address it. 

AIMÉE ELISE METZGER

Free The Internet: An Argument 
For The Necessity Of Net 
Neutrality

I chose my thesis topic based upon 
its importance for my life both now 
and later. Ever since receiving my 
first phone, I have been fascinated 
by all things internet. When I heard 
of the FCC proposals to deregulate 
it, I knew I wanted to learn more 
about this issue.

TYLER JAMES MCBROOM

G.K. Chesterton Award Nominee
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A Man’s Gotta Do What A Man’s 
Gotta Do: Why Men Should 
Not Abdicate Leadership And 
Masculinity

I chose this topic because I believe 
there is a visible epidemic of men 
being emasculated in society. In 
response, men are choosing to 
abdicate traditional male roles and 
characteristics such as leadership 
and masculinity. I believe men need 
to stand up for themselves in the 
face of this opposition and lead as 
God intended them. 

REAGAN ALLEN MOWERY

Enhanced Interrogation Techniques: 
Torture Or The Panacea To 
America’s Future Safety?

I am passionate about this topic 
because my dad was in the U.S. 
Army for most of my life. He 
deployed to Iraq in 2005 for 
Operation Iraqi Freedom. I have 
an appreciation for the military 
and America’s War on Terror, and 
I wanted to write my thesis on this 
topic which sheds light on one of the 
ways our government has protected 
our country from terrorism.  

CASSANDRA CLARA MOSELEY
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Being Fed Lies: Why The United 
States Should Abolish The Federal 
Reserve

When choosing my topic, I wanted 
one that mattered to everyone. At 
the time, it just so happened that I 
learned about the Federal Reserve. 
I think it is important to show 
everyone how much trouble our 
financial system is in. The dollar will 
not survive much longer in its current 
state. The only way we can solve this 
is by abolishing the Federal Reserve.

AEDAN DANIEL PETTY

Can You Hear Me Now? 
American Sign Language Should 
Be America’s Secondary Language 

Throughout high school, I have 
become close with part of the deaf 
community. Knowing them has 
shown me how amazing American 
Sign Language is. I picked up the 
language and instantly saw how 
much it affected my life. Learning 
ASL is one of the best decisions 
I have ever made because I use it 
daily. I want others to know the 
power of it, as well.

KENSI FAITH PARKER
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Death Changes Everything: The 
American Crisis Of Bereavement 
Leave

Losing an immediate family 
member runs very close to my heart 
as I lost my grandfather in May of 
2018. Watching those around me 
being asked to deal with their grief 
so quickly really showed me the 
lack of knowledge Americans have 
when it comes to loss. This system 
of coping with grief has proven 
too many times to be insufficient. 
Therefore, it is increasingly 
important to examine this topic.

MACKENZIE DIANA RIVERS

Deus Ex Machina: The Dangers Of 
Forecasting Human Behavior With 
Machine Algorithms 

When deciding my topic, it was 
important to me that I did not choose 
something about which I was already 
passionate. I knew that after a year, 
working on a thesis might snuff out 
any passions of mine. It was more 
important to me that my topic have 
many variables that would keep me 
engaged. I ended up choosing this 
topic because it is vastly important, 
yet many people are unaware of it. 

ANNA CLAIRE RIEDLINGER
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Cream Of The Crop: The Benefits 
Of GMO Crops

I first encountered the topic of 
genetically modified organisms 
while working on an apple orchard 
over the summer. My boss told 
me the basics of what he believed. 
From there, I began researching 
and found I really enjoyed this 
topic. The science behind GMOs is 
fascinating, and many people carry 
a misconception about what they 
are. I wanted to use this platform to 
help correct this misunderstanding.

BENJAMIN MATTHEW ROSS

Pumped Up Kicks: The Case For 
Mental Health Screening

Unfortunately, the frequency of 
school shootings in America is 
rapidly rising. This bothered me as 
a student as I feared for myself and 
my friends, especially those who 
attend large public high schools. 
I knew there had to be something 
more we could do to better prevent 
such horrible acts, and decided to 
dedicate my thesis to this goal.

THOMAS NICHOLAS RYKERT
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Blowing Off Steam Or Fanning The 
Flame? Is Society’s Bent To Vent 
Legitimate?

Over the past few years, I have 
realized the intense power of 
words. It’s remarkable that we can 
create and foster change using just 
words. With this in mind I began 
to investigate the common practice 
of “just needing to vent.” It seems 
so harmless, but I started to notice 
people were more upset after venting 
than before. This finding spurred me 
to dive into the reasons venting fails. 

ASHLEY ELIZABETH SALTER

Rethinking Food Banks: Why 
Friends Are Better Than Patrons

Upon prayer, God directed me to 
a book entitled Toxic Charity by 
Robert Lupton. This book opened 
my eyes to the dangers of giving 
when poised as a patron, rather 
than from the basis of mutual 
friendship. My heart is to see 
hungry people filled, so I decided 
to explore food banks. I have 
learned so much from this journey 
and am thrilled to share it with you. 

ALYSSA KATHERINE SALTER

G.K. Chesterton Award Nominee
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Defending To The Death Your 
Right To Say It: Why Hate Speech 
Laws Are Hateful To The First 
Amendment

It’s only human nature for people 
to fight for their own rights, but to 
fight less hard to protect the same 
rights for someone they don’t like is 
incredibly dangerous. The reason I 
find hate speech laws so damaging 
is not because I think it is possible 
the First Amendment will be 
scrapped, but because this empathy 
for silencing the opposition will 
ultimately lead to tyranny. 

MATTHEW ERIC SCHRODER

A Country Divided: How Identity 
Politics Is Harmful To American 
Democracy 

We live in a time in America in 
which identity politics play a 
huge factor in elections, public 
discourse, relationships, and our 
education system. The use of 
identity politics has been harmful 
and could lead to the downfall 
of our democracy. It lowers the 
standard of conversation, increases 
racism and divisions, and impedes 
free speech of the opposing side. 

KATHRYN ELIZABETH SLADKY

G.K. Chesterton Award Nominee
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Next Gen: A Positive Outlook On 
The Future Of Technology

I plan on going into computer 
engineering in college, and I wanted 
a thesis related to technology. After 
researching, I found differing 
opinions on whether technological 
progress is beneficial to society. Since 
technology is my future and has 
such a big impact on the world, I 
quickly took the side of the optimist 
and chose to convince others of the 
hopeful future for technology. 

NOAH MACKENZIE TENNISON

Affirmative Action: The Case 
for Improving Racial Tension by 
Enforcing Equality for All

After seeing the topic of Affirmative 
Action hotly debated on the news, I 
still didn’t have my own opinion on 
the matter.  With the current racial 
tensions in the U.S., I thought it might 
be an interesting subject to explore, so 
I chose the topic of Affirmative Action 
and did my own research. 

SCOTT ROBERT STANDERFER
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See Here: The Need For Visual 
Literacy In The 21st Century 
Classroom 

This topic captured both my desire 
for helping kids strive to do their 
best as well as my love for film. We 
live in an image-based world, yet 
are still educating kids for a word-
based culture. Children must learn to 
process both words and images to be 
prepared for our world today. 

TAYLOR RENEE TIPPIT

The Finnish Are Coming! America’s 
Next (R)evolution: Education

I have always loved learning about 
other cultures, and I have always 
gone to school—two things I wanted 
to combine to find my topic. After 
months of research, I saw how 
successful Finland is in building the 
best educational system in the world. 
When I was confronted by our own 
failing system, it was obvious to me 
that America must look to Finland 
for our education solutions.

HANNAH ROSE TONG
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Every Student Left Behind: 
Government-Run Compulsory 
Schooling Fails Our Students 

I have not always cared about 
education. It wasn’t until my 
sophomore year that I began thinking 
about this system. Aaron Southwick 
recommended Weapons of Mass 
Instruction by John Taylor Gotto, and 
that really began my journey to where 
I am today. I continued talking with 
Mr. Southwick about the book and 
determined that this was a pressing 
issue and researching it further as my 
thesis would be further enlightening. 

DAVID THOMAS VOORKAMP

Harm Reduction Deduction: 
Broadening The Standard Beyond 
Simply Reducing Harm

Harm reduction programs seek to 
reduce the negative consequences 
of drug use and have become more 
relevant today. Opinions differ 
widely, so this inspired me to take 
a deeper look into this issue to find 
out where I stood. Although harm 
reduction can be a confusing topic, I 
want to examine this closely through 
the Christian worldview lens. 

CALLEN ELIZABETH VAUGHT
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Looking Through A Different Lens: 
Removing The Filter Of Teenage 
Rebellion

Our sophomore year, Gabi Griffey 
shared a video featuring Simon 
Sineck discussing Millennials in 
the workplace. In the interview, he 
addresses stereotypes of Millennials 
and explains their behavior. I was 
immediately intrigued by generational 
differences and commonalities. This 
sparked an interest concerning the 
expectations set before my own 
generation. I felt compelled to address 
these standards in order to increase 
awareness on the subject. 

JORDAN FAITH WHEELER

Will This Be On The Test? A Plea 
For An Educational Revolution

True education is something that is 
very important to me. I have always 
loved school and the puzzles and 
challenges it brings. But I have always 
thought that we could do a better 
job of truly educating every student. 
Watching students struggle is tough, 
and if we could find a way that is 
better at delivering information to 
everyone, then we would find that 
everyone is better off.  

GRANT EMERSON WILLIAMS
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Color Me Christian: How Sunday 
Mornings Are Hindering Racial 
Reconciliation

Racism and segregation have 
plagued all of human history, and 
America is no exception. Not only 
is the American Church sitting 
idly by when it comes to the issue 
of race, it’s making the problem 
worse. I hope to show that the 
Church needs to rethink the way it 
approaches this heavy topic. 

NATHAN MICHAEL YOUNG

Serving The Whole Person: The 
Need For Counselors At Every 
Private School

Through working with kids and 
seeing their different personalities 
and coping mechanisms, I realized 
that we were not doing enough to 
help the troubled ones. Most kids 
have things going on that no one 
knows about, whether that be abuse 
at home or pressure to perform 
well in school. I believe that having 
available guidance counselors can 
help these children.  

MADILYN MICHELLE WILSON
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The American Nightmare: Why 
Success Cannot Be Defined By Money 
And Power

As an artist, it has always been difficult 
for me to come to grips with society’s 
definition of success. With the extreme 
competitiveness of the art world and 
the stigma of it providing little to no 
income, it is very easy to worry about 
failure. I chose this topic because I 
realized you will never have to worry 
about failure if you change your 
definition of success. 

NATHANIEL BERNARD ZUNIGA

HILLARY TERESE SHORT
Roar Like A Mother: How To Be A 
Mama Bear Apologist

As Director of the Senior Thesis 
Program, it was important to me that 
I go through the same process I teach 
to my students (and it’s important 
to them that I am absolutely grilled 
during Q&A). For my thesis I chose 
to present the chapter I wrote in a 
book releasing this June—Mama Bear 
Apologetics: Empowering Your Kids 
To Challenge Cultural Lies. 
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PORTRAIT OF A GRADUATE

A Geneva graduate is a disciple of Jesus Christ, exhibiting 
excellence, passion, and integrity as he leads for Christ’s 
cause in the world. He is a critical, logical thinker, 
able to discern absolute truth from cultural trends and 
philosophies.

 As one who loves the Lord with all his mind, the Geneva 
graduate will be a lover of learning, and have the ability to 
grasp new ideas throughout his lifetime in pursuit of truth. 
These qualities, clothed in humility, create a foundation 
that will enable him to present engagingly articulate and 
persuasively winsome arguments. 

A Geneva graduate honors God’s image within himself and 
thus, is interested in all people because of God’s interest 
and image in them. The classical education and biblical 
worldview gained at Geneva will equip the graduate to 
exhibit vocational excellence to the glory of God.
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