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I N T R OD U C T I ON  
 
Long before the fairy tales of Cinderella and Snow White were told at bedtime to children in Western 
Europe, poems of a war and its heroes were sung wherever people gathered in ancient Greece.  However, 
unlike the tales of Cinderella and Snow White, we know that a great deal of this story is actually true.  The 
Iliad is more than a war story.  It is the story of a jealous husband and his brother, Menelaus and Agamemnon 
respectively, both willing to allow their people to die in battle because of their reckless pride.  The central 
theme revolves around the rage of Achilles who is in pursuit of glory (kleos) that will last beyond a mortal 
descent into the afterlife: a world of shadow and shade.  It also tells of another hero, Hector, who pursues 
honor and protects his people at any cost.  Pay attention to these motifs as you read.  Takes notes regarding 
the character of these men, especially that of Achilles, Ajax, Agamemnon, Menelaus, Odysseus, Paris, 
Patroclus, and Priam.   
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RE G A RD I N G  V AR IOU S  O N L I N E  S U M MA RIE S  
 
Online summaries (i.e. Spark Notes, Cliff Notes… etc.) have their place in the world of academics when it 
comes to putting the content into plainer and more concise language.  However, they are no substitute to 
reading the selected text.  They are merely a broad stroke of the brush to what this piece of art conveys.  
Much is missed by those who only read summaries.  You do yourself a great disservice by neglecting these 
famed authors of classical literature for watered-down summaries.  If this does not convince you, know that I 
am familiar with such texts and write my quizzes and tests accordingly. 
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Q U E S T I O N S  T O AS K  OF  T H E  A U T H OR OF  A N Y B O O K  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


