SOPHOMORE HUMANITIES - SUMMER READING

Written Response

Over the summer you read |The Consolation of Philosophﬂ, a book written by a medieval

philosopher named Boethius. In this book Boethius tries to come to grips with what another
philosopher, William James, called the “live issues”—the issues that make a difference in our lives.

e  Why do I suffer if | know that | don’t deserve it?

e What does it mean to be really happy?

e s there an all-good, all-knowing, all-powerful God?

e [f this God exists then why is there evil in the world?

e s everything determined for me, or do I have free will?

Boethius tries to answer these questions without the use of his faith—without the Bible, without
the gospel of Jesus Christ. He tries to do so from pure reason alone (with the help of Lady
Philosophy of course). This is basically what philosophy is—the love of wisdom.

Think about the question of ought. Ought we as Christians do this, go down this path? Should we
try and answer these big questions apart from the gospel of Jesus Christ? Or is our faith in the
lordship of Jesus Christ really the starting point and really the end point—the only point?

| would like you to write a minimum 2 _page essay® addressing this last question. This short essay
is due the first full week of school. For this assignment | will be looking for the following:

1) A clear thesis statement
2) At least two supporting proofs for your claim
3) MLA format—the essay needs to be in proper MLA format.
4) At least 4 source citations—following proper MLA source citation guidelines
a. | would like two references from The Consolation
b. | would like two references from The Bible?*
VOCABULARY : Please write out a short definition for each of the following words. These
definitions must be handwritten.

11n addition to minimum two page essay, you will also need to have a Works Cited Page—so really you will turn in
a minimum of three pages.
2 Hint - Read Colossians 2:8; 1 Corinthians 1:18-25; Acts 17: 16-21


https://www.amazon.com/Consolation-Philosophy-Penguin-Classics/dp/0140447806?crid=2GRAS39IUL17P&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.PiPTRxCoR_-3ID-ba552GMbdqVrM9dsWHaEjJmVU9WrtqlWeAu1_u-XBpU6mWSsUg7F6rpVt-NE55bb40Rkicf6fjJbP1TvGQAeVSGSjs4_IwzxAmVwHgzAKym_cdz-8mDFn6vpGpzkmMDFBgLinONI6wmkrdywr61UfhtadO9Fb6z5ZwRrDtdeuWy1dLfBpVIew1fFb2RI09K73Y5Y8LvpY0m7Deu3_ZcR1Iy5ck2g.17SWIFIGAKywz76aIyfYFlv8XPQtUZWCvbK13p1uer4&dib_tag=se&keywords=consolation+of+philosophy+penguin&qid=1747846883&sprefix=consolation+of+philosophy+penguin%2Caps%2C109&sr=8-1

1. ELEGIAC/ ELEGY-

2. INVOCATION-

3. COUNTENANCE-

4. HABITUATE-

5. BLANDISHMENT-

6. IMPERIOUS-

7. TRANSLOCATE-

8. SHACKLES —

9. EPICUREAN-

10. STOIC-

11. IMPOTENT-

12. REPOSE-

13. ETHICS-

14. CELESTIAL-



15.IMPEL-

16.DENUNCIATION-

17.DEPRAVITY-

18.IMPRUDENCE-

19.INDIFFERENCE-

20.DISARRAY-

21.JURISDICTION-

22.MUTABILITY-

23.QUERULOUS-

24.CARMINE-

25.CONCEDE-

26.EQUANIMITY-

27.LIBERALITY-

28.DIMINUTION-

29.DEVOID-



30.SUPERFLUOUS-

31.CONTENTION-

32.ARROGATING-

33.INTRINSIC-

34.INDISSOLUBLE-

35.FICKLE-

36.CAPRICIOUS-

37.PROMULGATE-

38.PROVIDENCE-

39.CONSPICUOUS-

40.TRANSITORY-



